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The Comparison between U. S.-Japan
Security Treaty and ASEAN Security
Mechanism From Taiwan’s Perspective

Tsung-Rong Edwin Yang
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Abstract

Taiwan is located in the axis between Northeast Asia and Southeast
Asia. The security mechanisms from both Northeast Asia and Southeast
Asia are influential on Taiwan’s security affairs. This paper aims at
comparing security mechanisms which mainly arranged from the areas of
Northeast Asian and two Southeast Asian respectively, namely the U. S. -
Japan Security Treaty and the ASEAN security mechanism, from the
position of Taiwan.

Concerning the security affairs of Taiwan, we compare the influence
of these two kinds of security mechanisms, and provide a strategical
consideration towards these mechanisms in the region. Although these
two mechanisms are different in functions, both are important for Taiwan.
Taiwan should not neglect any one of them because of emphasis the other.
It is not necessary for Taiwan to do much effort to concern the U. S.-Japan
Security Treaty. But there are still much room for Taiwan to develop the
influence of her soft power in concerning the ASEAN security forums.

Keywords: the U. S. -Japan Security Treaty, ASEAN, Taiwan Security



