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Abstract

The U.S.-Japan alliance has been the axis of American East Asian
strategy since President George W. Bush inaugurated in 2001. It may
be specifically read as a formula -- upholding Japan, suppressing
China, and uniting the allies to check China.”  The Bush
administration has showed its strategic character as: the allies being
the first; to strengthen military forces; and to cope with China by
con-gagement policy (containment and engagement), which is
centered around containment. Nevertheless, after 911 terrorist attacks,
the U.S. readjusted her global strategy and turned the primacy of
foreign policy toward anti-terrorism. Certainly, American East Asian
strategy had also changed accordingly, such as shifting China policy
toward engagement-based con-gagement policy, urging Japan to break
through the outdated framework for US-Japan security, and pressing
more on North Korea. After his reelection in 2004, Bush tried to link
freedom and American interests together and took the promotion of
freedom and democracy as the goal of his foreign policy in the second
term. The “Joint Statement of the U.S.-Japan Security Consultative
Committee” has brought about new impacts of new power competition
on East Asian region. The U.S.-China relationship seems swung
back toward that of strategic competitors. As for the Taiwan Strait,
the framework of “U.S.-China-Taiwan” has been clearly replaced by
that of “U.S. and Japan-China-Taiwan.”

Keywords: East Asian Strategy, U.S.-Japan alliance, containment,

engagement
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