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China’s Role in East Asia Summit

Joyce Juo-Yu Lin
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Abstract

The 1% East Asia Summit (EAS) was held in Kuala Lumpur on December 14,
2005. EAS has been transformed from “ASEAN+3" which was built in 1997.
China applied to host the 2" Summit in Peking for celebrating its ten-year
anniversary of “ASEAN+3,” but ASEAS members didn’t agree. So far, either future
direction or operational style of EAS is still unsteady.

The Japan-U.S. alliance still existing in East Asia, both China and Japan want to
play important role in the 1* EAS. While China has strengthened relations with all
ASEAN member states in this region, it also wants to exclude the U.S. participation
or to reduce U.S. influence from East Asia. Having signed Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation (TAC) in Southeast Asia, Australia and New Zealand were invited to join
EAS as well.

In terms of regional integration, China would play a dominant role in the future.
Japan also has proposed “East Asian Community” and tried to find political and
economic integration of this new concept. The 1* EAS may probably be only a
“East Asian Forum” and needs to be carefully observed.

This paper explores how China has grasped the very precious opportunity to
become a main actor in the region. China will compete with the U.S., Japan and
other Asian major powers like India, Russia and South Korea to enhance its influence.
China would use the EAS to build an “East Asia free trade area,” and also to
strengthen its power in regional affairs include politics, economy, military as its
long-term target.

Keywords: East Asia Summit (EAS), East Asia Community (EAC), APT (ASEAN
Plus Three), APO (ASEAN Plus One)
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