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Historical Legacy and Transitional Justice in
the Central and Eastern Europe: A Case of
Czech Republic and Slovakia

Ter-Hsing Cheng
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology
Soochow University, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

This paper takes the case of Czech Republic and Slovakia ever with a
common past to explore how their transitional justice is affected by their
respective historical legacy after the Velvet Revolution in 1989, and the
dilemmas of transitional justice in the consolidation of democracy. As a
result, Czech Republic chose to deepen the practice of transitional justice,
while Slovakia had played down the role of transitional justice. Firstly,
this paper takes the prior-regime legitimate governing authority (historical
legacy) as important factors of influencing the transitional justice. That is,
it attempts the theoretical concept of “the relative legitimate governing
authority” as a discussion on the factors of affecting the level of
transitional justice in emerging democracies, with comparison between
Central-Eastern European countries and other emerging democracies, with
comparison among the Czech Republic, Poland, and Hungary, and with
comparison between the Czech Republic and Slovakia, which can be taken
as the re-examination of historical legacy and transitional justice in the new
democracies. Secondly, this paper tries to make a comparison between
Czech-Slovakia and Taiwan on the issue of transitional justice, and
eventually this paper will reflect on the possibility of reality, limitation and

future direction of transitional justice.

Keywords: Central and Eastern Europe, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic,

transitional justice, historical legacy
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