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The history of failure in war can be summed up two words: Too Late in
comprehending the deadly purpose of a potential enemy; too late in realizing the
mortal danger; too late in preparedness; too late in uniting all possible forces for
resistance; too late in standing with one’s friends.

General Douglas MacArthur
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Re-examining the Vietnam War: Causes,
Strategies and Some Thoughts

Ming-Shih Shen

Adjunct Associate Professor, Institute of Strategic Studies
Tamkang University, Tamsui, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

After the U.S. troops withdrew from Vietnam, North Vietnam
unified the country and became a major power in Indochina.  Until now,
the Vietnam War is still the most important factor contributing to the
current configuration of the Asia-Pacific regional security. In the past
forty years, Vietnam’s political and foreign policy had changed.
Vietnam is roping in each side by the U.S. and Russia for Vietnam
independent foreign policy and geo-strategy in the 21% century.
Vietnam is the only country that had defeated U.S. Army and pushed U.S.
revolution in the military affairs to change the weakness of armed forces
and reform the military system. This change and reform let U.S. Army
show a best performance during the Gulf War in 1991. This article tries
to revisit the cause and both side strategy during the Vietnam War, and

tried to get some lesson learned for Taiwan.

Keywords: Vietnam War, Vietnam, North Vietnam, Second Indochina War
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