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Abstract

From the eyes of the British colonial officials and Ethnic Malay
ruling elites, Malaysian Chinese tend to regard themselves as Chinese,
which implies that they have stronger Chinese identity than their
Malaysian Identity. This paper argues that Malaysian Chinese identity
should not be simplified as a single and static identity, but rather, in fact,
Malaysian Chinese have carved so-called “hybrid identities,” which do
not fit the “either-or” category. They do not consider themselves either
“Chinese” or “Malaysian.” Instead, they have shaped “in between”
identities, which mean they may simultaneously have double identities
considering themselves both Chinese and Malaysian. Using Malaysian
Chinese literature works, we can see how Malaysian Chinese have
formed their group identities, how their identities evolved historically,
and in turn how they have demonstrated the cultural subjectivity.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese, Malaysian Chinese literature, hybrid
identity, cultural subjectivity



