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Abstract

The outbreak of the Ukraine crisis in March 2014 not only reveals
the internal struggles between pro-Russian and pro-European factions
inside Ukraine but also the involvement of a serious confrontation
between the US-Europe allies and Russia from without. This is an
opportunity but also a risk for China. In a self-constrained manner,
China has been very cautious on the issue. From a strategic view, China
had better to keep standing on the sidelines. But, for China, it is not an
easy job to get rid of the involvement because China-Ukraine relations
are close. Amid structural changes of international politics, Beijing
stands in a favorable strategic position and enjoys more flexible chips for
its use. For the time being, China’s gains outnumber losses on Ukraine
issue. However, China's strategic environment is double-sided: on the
one hand, the rise of China makes its influence far and wide, but on the
other hand, due to its over exposure, China has been greatly devoted into
the global participation, so that China cannot stay out of it. It is actually a

burden.

Keywords: Ukraine crisis, China’s strategic situation, China-Ukraine

relations, pro-Russian faction, pro-European faction





