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A Political Analysis of the Transformation
in South Korea’s FTA Policy
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Abstract

Ever since the Asian financial crisis broke out in 1997, the South
Korean government has initiated the regional bilateral FTA and
“Promoting FTA” has become an important economic strategy driving the
industrial transformation. While South Korea being successfully and
actively in launching FTA, the internal political game is far more far
more important than the externals for a normal democratic country
because the legitimacy of the government is rooted in the inner support
from the people. However, the impact resulted from FTA on domestic
politics can never be overlooked for the signing of FTA places a
profound influence on the political and economic development of a
country. As the results of trade agreement have direct impact on the daily
life of the people, more and more Koreans refuse to be just passive
bystanders even to the diplomatic and trade affairs which were previously
viewed as confidential and professional fields. Furthermore, as the
democratic election mechanism has pushed the presidential candidates to
solicit public opinion during the campaign, the Korean government has
emphasizes internal communication and advertisement and even enacted

the “Law of Trade Negotiation Procedure.”

Keywords: Korea’s FTA policy, Korea’s FTA roadmap, Korea’s New Trade
Policy, Law of Trade Negotiation Procedure





