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History Education Meeting the Needs
of the Era of Democracy:

With a Focus on the Reform of Senior High
School History Textbooks

Chun-Kai Chen

Professor, Department of History
Fu Jen Catholic University, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

In the transition of Taiwan from authoritarianism to democracy, history
education that had been suffering from ideological restraints must be freed in
this process to carry out necessary reforms. This article focuses on the
textbooks for Senior High Schools and explores the traces of their transition
and the paths they should take. It will also discuss reactionary discourses
that arose during this process and will refute them. This article emphasizes
the following point: whether we are dealing with the legal processed of
formulating school syllabi and reviewing school textbooks or analyzing their
content, all these steps must conform to democratic values. This applies
particularly to their content. We can say that at least a shift in three
respects must occur, i.e. from “fake to fact,” from “China to Taiwan” and
from “authoritarianism for democracy.” Only then will it be possible to

build a strong foundation for democracy.
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