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The Political Myth of “Viable Diplomacy”
and “Diplomatic Truce” under the Ma
Ying-jeou’s Administration

Hsien-mo Liao

Associate Professor, Center for General Education
Chaoyang University of Technology, Taichung, TAIWAN

Abstract

President Ma Ying-jeou has imposed a new policy of “viable
diplomacy” since he took over in May 2008. And so-called the “diplomatic
truce” strategy has been the guideline to Ma’s China policy internationally.
In other words, Taiwan cannot — and will not — conceive a comprehensive
plan and design all the programs to build any new diplomatic ties with the
outside world for exchanging any international space not blocked by China.
The essay assesses the “diplomatic achievements” of Ma’s administration for
the past seven years and found that both “viable diplomacy” and “diplomatic
truce” seem to be only political myths. The achievements, compared with
the previous administration, turned out to be much progress at all.
Moreover, these “achievements” have been based on Beijing’s concession
and are at the cost of compromise in sovereignty. Due to the principle of
“One China” policy internationally, Taiwan’s only made stride in
international space, not in diplomatic front. Under such circumstance, we
can anticipate a diplomatic collapse in the post-Ma Ying-jeou era when
Taiwan disappoints China on cross-strait relations.

Keywords: viable diplomacy, diplomatic truce, international space, diplomatic
space
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