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Abstract

Taiwan has been developing its indigenous space power from the 1990s.
In the past near three decades, on the one hand, it has been appraised for a
lack of a clear national space capabilities development strategy. On the
other hand, a considerable degree of space capabilities have still been
established in the sectors of military and defense, satellites technology and
applications. Not long time ago, Taiwan’s government initiated a new
aerospace (re)industrialization policy which aims to upgrade Taiwan's
dual-use aerospace industries in order to stimulate domestic technological
innovation, upgrade the traditional industries, and transform its current
economic paradigm. To a certain extent, the new Taiwanese aerospace
industrialization policy may be considered that Taiwan will continue to grow
its indigenous space power. Viewing Taiwan is ending its 2" 15-year long
National Space S&T Development Program in 2018. The next space
program is on the way for its new launch. This article therefore seizes this
critical moment to study, if Taiwan continues to develop its space power and
the indigenous space capabilities, how Taiwan will position itself in the new
international astropolitical game? How will Taiwan handle the difficulties
of not being accommodated in the growing global space governance regime
complex due to its lack of the UN member state status? How will Taiwan
deal with all the unavoidable political, economic, diplomatic and technical
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hurdles while developing its future space power? In response, we probe a
comprehensive approach that converges three important aspects, such as
consolidating the national space policy, national space legislation, and the
policy implementation mechanism, connecting the international, particularly
the regional space cooperation networks, and diversifying the capabilities
building domains in order to identify three feasible options: (1) insisting the
“peaceful use” of outer space and Taiwan’s national space power
development; (2) proactively integrating itself into the regional space
cooperation platforms which are related to the broadened “space security”
governance matters; and the last but not least, (3) encouraging Taiwanese
academia, young researchers and space industries to join the international
space exploration projects in order to explore opportunities to benefit
Taiwan’s space economy, create new dimension for its space diplomacy, and
gain experiences for its sustainable space power development.

Keywords: international astropolitics, global space regime complex, space
security, space economy, space diplomacy



