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Preliminary Analysis on the Historical
Development of the EU Criminal
Justice Cooperation

Cheng-Wen Chung

Associate Professor, Law Department
Chinese Culture University, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

The European Union is organized by the three pillars structure, i.e., the
so-called roof of the European Union, which include European Community,
European Atomic Energy Community, Common Foreign and Security Policy
and Police and Judicial Co-operation in Criminal Matters. In comparison
with the free circulation policies concerning the labor, commodity, finance
and service under the first pillar structure, such as customs union, single
market, common agriculture policy and common fisheries policy, as well as
the common foreign and security policy under the second pillar structure, the
police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters under the third pillar
structure is less familiar to people. The integration between EU Interior and
judiciary is begun by TREVI in 1970s.With the gradual expansion of the
European Union to the East, the population and the number of the member
states rose rapidly. Topics concerning the police and judicial cooperation in
criminal matters gradually receive attention inside the European Union.
Particularly, in this 21st century in which terrorism run wild day by day, the
police and judicial cooperation among the member states of the European
Union become much closer. This essay takes the historical development of
criminal justice cooperation in the EU as its theme, and discusses in turn the
important treaties, the important organs and relevant legal tools that are
relevant to the EU criminal justice cooperation. Secondly, the author of this
article also points out the problems that the EU faces in the criminal justice

unification, and points out the essence of criminal justice, the protection of
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human rights, the functional defects of the setting agency and the legal
system of the member states. Finally, with the development of the EU
criminal justice cooperation, what kind of enlightenment can be produced for
our country's law can be summed up.

Keywords: Judicial Cooperation in Criminal Matters in the European Union,

Europol, Eurojust, EU arrest warrant, EU investigation order
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