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Hegemony, Trade War,
and National Security Strategy

Ching-Sheng Lo

Researcher, Integrated Strategy and Technology Center
Tamkang University, Tamsui, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

After taking office, US President Trump withdrew from the
“Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement” and used tariffs as a weapon to
require major trade deficit countries to sign new free trade agreements with
the United States. Although the mainly target is China, but also demanded
allies. In the “National Security Strategy” (2017) report, the Trump
administration stressed the need to respond to the political, economic, and
military competition that the United States faces around the world, and
clearly pointed out the challenges China and Russia pose to US power,
influence, and interests. If the purpose of the war is to contain China, why
does the spearhead also point to the allies? The author believes that
Trump’s trade war has its strategic consistency. It is a defense strategy that
has hegemony to respond to the challenges of emerging powers. Therefore,
it attempts to combine strategy and economic and trade concepts, and based
on hegemonic theory, to explore the logic of Trump’s trade war and clarify
The US strategic vision is to reconstruct international rules and order to
maintain the global leadership of the United States and to present
forward-looking views.

Keywords: hegemony, trade war, national security strategy
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