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Among the ways to reach men’s minds there are logics (the reasoned 

argument for adventurous individual freedom against the dull conformity of 

the herd); sentiment (the family, the nation); and association (that of which 

we are proud because we received it from our ancestors and which we aspire 

to  hand on to our descendants).  But there is another way to men’s minds, 

and that is through the material conditions under which they live. 

Lattimore（1962a: xxi） 
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Mongolia’s Independence and Autonomy: 
Lattimore’s Perspective of Inner Asia 

Cheng-Feng Shih 

Professor, Department of Indigenous Affairs and Development 
National Dong Hwa University Shoufeng, Hualien, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

We shall begin with a brief review of the life of Owen Lattimore, 

followed by the introduction of his views on frontier, expansion of frontier, 

and Inner Asia under geopolitics.  We then look into how he observed 

Mongolian nationalism and Inner Mongolia wavering between China and 

Japan.  Finally, we will manage to understand how he judge Outer 

Mongolia’s grand strategy and her choice as a satellite state. 

Keywords: Lattimore, Inner Asia, Mongolian Nationalism, satellite state 
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