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Abstract

In spring of 2018, the President of the United States, Donald Trump,
signed a bill lifting the self-imposed restrictions on the visits of high-level
officials between the United States and Taiwan (ROC) — the Taiwan Travel
Act (TTA). Meanwhile, the enactment of the TTA also means the policy of
the United States toward China has changed slightly. Thanks to the
Indo-Pacific ~Strategic blueprint, the year 2018 witnessed several
Taiwan-friendly acts. The 40-year old US-Taiwan relations have clearly
entered into a freshly new phase. It is expected that Taiwan may play an
even more active security role in the Indo-Pacific region to trade for the US
strategic reassurance to side with Taiwan, in-depth military cooperation, and
further breakthrough of the bilateral military exchange. This article first
observed historical development of the US-Taiwan military exchange,
generalizing its features and comparing the present and the past. It then
found that the US-Taiwan military exchanges were associated with the
US-China relations. However, the Trump administration has been different.
President Trump, with his commanding personality and insistent stance on
the national interest, has seemed to change the US-Taiwan military exchange
mode. It is expected that, driven by some foreign policy friendly to
Taiwan, there will be a closer military exchange in a new era of US-Taiwan
relations.

Keywords: strategic clarity, strategic ambiguity, One China Policy,

US-China-Taiwan Relations, core interests






