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Issues of National Identity in Burma

Shun-jie Ji

Associate Professor, Department of Education and Futures Design
Tamkang University, Tamsui, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Burma received varied recognitions from different viewers, such as the
Economist called it “failed state while travelers applauded the multicultural
beauty and friendly people as a tourist paradise. This article is aimed to
explore the national identity issues of Burma through primordialism and
constructionism to see what the major driving forces are involved. We
found that from the very first of British colonial time identities were the most
significant conflict among various ethnic groups in Burma. And the
militarization of ethnic conflicts has made identity conciliation very difficult.
After independence, the long term ruling military regimes tried to build
Burma as a single nation, single religion state, in which Barma is the only
legitimate people and Buddhism is the only belief system. Moreover, the
oppression on Rohingya was built as the very striking image of Burma
around the world, which invited a numerous of blames and attacks from
states and international institutes. That certainly not only make identity
issues more complicated but also will impede Burma’s plan to integrate with
globalization and foster further economic development.

Keywords: Plural Burma, Barma nationalism, Buddhism nationalism,

Rohingya
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