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Abstract

By its nature, electoral system reform is difficult. But there are success
stories such as in Japan, Italy, Israel, Taiwan, and New Zealand. New
Zealand successfully reformed its electoral system from “Single Member
Districts, First-Past-the-Post” to “Mixed Members Proportional” through a
referendum in 1993.

This paper analyzes the reform’s background and process, arguments of
both sides, and the advantages and disadvantages of the new system. The
fundamental flaw of “the votes do not transfer into seats” in the old system,
plus such conditions as political miscalculations and reform campaign
strategies, led to the success of the reform. In discussing the issue, the
proponents used Normative Democratic Theory while the opposition used
Public Choice Theory to support their respective positions.

The new electoral system adopts a mixed proportional representation
system with two votes, one for single district candidates and the other for
political parties, with the latter deciding the total number of seats in
Parliament.

This system rectifies the flaw of “the votes do not transfer into seats”
and provides disadvantaged groups with better representation, but it also
creates problems such as a difficulty in forming coalition governments and
small parties gaining disproportionate political power.

Keywords: electoral system reform, normative democratic theory, public
choice theory, single member districts, first-past-the-post,
mixed members proportional



