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The Structure of Central Asian Pastoral
Nomadic Society: The Example of Kazakhstan

Jen-kun Fu”®
Professor and Director, Graduate Institute of Central Asia Studies

Jung-li, Ching Yun University, Taiwan

Abstract

In the course of historical development, it seems to be a rule that
states rise and fall: they do not remain at their peak forever. A lot
depends on social conditions ensuring a proper balance if decline is to be
avoided.

While Kazakhstan is by no means an ordinary pastoral nomadic state,
yet it has changed with the times and adapted to conditions on the steppe.
What is surprising, though, is that politically and economically it remains
very unstable resulting in a weakening of its social structure and risks

succumbing to colonization.

Keywords: political geography, Kazakhstan, structural effect, nomadic

pastoral people
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