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Official National Identity of England:
Development and Construction of Early
Imperial Identity

Yang Pei-Chang

Director, Center for General Education, Tatung University
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Abstract

Britain was one of the early European runners pursuing the
establishment of official/imperial national identity in its tracks of state
building. The most important three political instruments it applied for
constructing its identity at the Tudor dynasty and the Stuart dynasty were:
(1), military powers, (2), common religion, and (3), common language.
Most key figures/senses of British national identity we know today were
established during this period. This research paper is trying to stitch up
the historical road map of how the British national identity was

constructed and how much Taiwan can learn from the British experience.

Keywords: official national identity, imperial icon, Treaty of Westphalia,
British Empire, national consciousness, common hostility,

common language
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