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Abstract

India’s government and politics have a powerful effect on the daily
lives of its people. Since the government provides for and regulates much
of what they can do, people cannot help but participate in government
affairs and politics. India has a long history, a large population, and
covers extensive land; Indian society is extremely diverse. Factors such
as languages, religions, tribes, the caste system, and regional disparities
strongly influence political parties and the choices of the electorate. India
has adopted a “Single Member District, First Past the Post” electoral
system, but it has not created a stable two-party system. India has formed
many political parties that have been frequently divided and (re)combined,
with their names often changed. In the 20 years following independence,
the Indian National Congress Party (INC) was the dominant party; in the
1960’s through the 1980’s, a multi-party system with limited competition
was formed; in the 1990’s, several parties formed coalition governments;
and in the last two general elections (1999, 2004), parties created two
large alliances to compete, but they remained independent from one
another. The results of the last two general elections have demonstrated
that appeals to the daily lives of the people rather than ideological
slogans have been more effective in garnering party votes. It is quite
remarkable for an extremely diverse society like India to sustain its
democratic system, but the weak coalition government, the disintegrated
party system along with regional disparities, linguistic and religious
differences, and social cleavages still threaten India’s democracy.

Keywords: political participation, diverse social structure, India National
Congress Party, single member district, first past the post.



