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Rewriting Nationalism of Taiwan
Taiwanese Nationalism Emerged from the
Practice of Everyday Life

Chuang, Chia-Yin
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Sociology, Lancaster University, UK

Abstract

Thirty years ago, Taiwanese nationalism and its discourse were suppressed
by the controlling ideology of the KMT government. However, today Taiwanese
nationalism has become a source of great agitation for China, as well as a nearly
irreconcilable conflict within Taiwanese society.

This essay discusses how Taiwanese nationalism emerged in Taiwanese
society without invoking military conflict or war until now, having recently
provoked China and creating discord in Taiwanese society. I focus on how
Taiwanese nationalism emerged from the simultaneous productions of Chinese
state narratives and Taiwanese individual practices. Pierre Bourdieu’s concept
of ‘habitus’ and Margaret Somers’s studies about narratives are referenced in an
attempt to delineate the hegemony of state nationalist narratives in Taiwan.

I argue that a Chinese state nationalism does not account for a “split”

( Bahbha, 1990a:297) between state narratives and individual practices.
Taiwanese nationalism continues to grow as a result of an ongoing collision or
consolidation of Taiwanese personal (intimate) practices with Chinese state
(formal) narratives, which question the position and authority of a Chinese state
nationalism.

I offer an alternative perspective on studying Taiwanese national identities.
That perspective is located in everyday practices, which differs from historical

and politico-economic perspectives on national identity construction.

Keywords: Taiwanese nationalism, national identities, state narratives,

everyday practices



