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The Continuity and Change of
Washington-Beijing-Taipei Relations
during the Bush Administration
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Abstract

The Taiwan issue is not only a possible flashpoint for staging war in
the world, but it also represents the greatest potential for conflict between
two great powers (the U.S. and China). Having maintained a delicate
balance between U.S. policy toward Taiwan and toward China accounts
for the peace in the Taiwan Strait. The main purpose of this article is to
analyze why Washington-Beijing-Taipei relations have been remarkably
stable and peaceful during the George W. Bush administration. Findings
indicate that the U.S. has delicately combined a domestic dualist balance
with an international dualist balance, which has been the driving force
behind the peaceful development of the triangular relationship during the
Bush administration; Taiwan not only provides the U.S. important ground
to build reputed interests there, but the country also represents an
important touchstone for American strategic dominance in East Asia;
constructing a military double deterrence across the Taiwan Strait has
been in the best interest, strategically, for America in East Asia; the
temporary equilibrium among the three states has facilitated a stability in
the triangular relationship much stronger than before.

Keywords: triangular relationship, domestic dualist balance, international
dualist balance, military double deterrence, temporary
equilibrium



