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The Australian Greens: Its Story and
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Abstract

Australia is the first country in the world that bore a green political
party. The United Tasmania Group, established in 1972, was the
antecedent of today’s Australian Greens. In recent years, the Australian
Greens has become the third party in Australian politics, following the
two major parties—the Labor and the Liberal. Its achievement attracts
much attention. How can a minor party survive given the dominance of
two big parties, still insisting on progressive agendas, and structuring
itself in the manner of an activist organization? Moreover, how can it
gain growing support in this way? These are the main concerns that
interest us.

This paper begins with a brief introduction of the history of
Australian green politics, followed by a review of the origin and
development of the Australian Greens. We then discuss the implications
of the Australian experience for the green politics in Taiwan. The data
presented in this paper has been collected by Bin-Yuan Wen during his
short visit to the Australian Greens in late 2006, as well as drawn from
existing literature and internet sources. We try to cover both the
institutional and the cultural bases that characterize the Australian
experience, so that the readers will gain more insight into the foundation
of global green politics.
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