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From Decentralization to
Internationalization: The Political
Implications of Japan’s Local
Governments’ Move into the International
Area

Chun-Chih Yang
Associate Professor, Department of Government and Law

National University of Kaohsiung, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Abstract

The general theoretical assumption of mainstream International
Relations theories is that the world is still comprised of nations
represented official only by a unitary national government. This
government is responsible for overseeing the international affairs. In this
article, we can find and examine that Japan’s local governments’
involvement in international affairs by recognizing the importance of
grassroots activity. Key areas of Japan’s local governments’ international
engagement are economics, diplomatic action, networking and
international cooperation. In this article, we also find and examine that
the retry of local governments into international arena is the source and

outcome of decentralization of Japan after 1990s.

Keywords: Japan, local government, cities friendship, local decentralization,

local internationalization



