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The Cairo Consensus: Issues, Challenges,

and Implications

Kuo-Pin Hsieh
Assistant Professor, Center for General Education

Hsing-Kuo University of Management, Tainan, Taiwan

Abstract

While getting involved in the activities and policies of the United
Nations (UN) has been a consensus in Taiwan, the country is still
relatively ignorant of many of UN’s policies due to its lack of UN
membership. For example, in the newest population policy enacted by the
Executive Yuan in February, 2008, nothing about the UN’s most
important program of action regarding population and development—the
Cairo Consensus—was cited, even though some other relevant UN policy
announcements were acknowledged. Based on the idea of filling the
information gap, this paper aims to introduce the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) held in Cairo, where
the Cairo Consensus was proposed. In addition to introducing the
background of the ICPD, the issues raised in the Cairo Consensus, the
challenges it encountered, and its implications to Taiwan are also
critically reviewed and explored.
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