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Why the US Recognizes Kosovo
Independence
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Abstract

In February 2008, the people of Kosovo, formally an autonomous
province of Serbia, declared independence. Kosovo independence,
however, was not fully recognized by the international society, and
reactions from great powers were mixed. This paper attempts to analyze
US policy toward Kosovo by looking at its recognition of newly
independent states in the past. A theory developed by Samuel Barkin and
Bruce Cronin, which divides the concept of sovereignty into state and
national dimensions, is introduced and analyzed. Their research finds that
when the norms of the international society legitimize state rather than
national sovereignty, the international community will tend to defend the
rights of existed states against national claims; when international norms
favor national over state sovereignty, the international community will be
more sympathetic to pleas for national self-determination. The Kosovo
case shows that the will of the people and changes of norms on
sovereignty in the international community are keys to US decision to
recognition.

Keywords: Kosovo independence, US foreign policy, state sovereignty,
national sovereignty, newly independent state



