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Kosovo’s Quartet: An Outline of the
Belgian Official Position and Diplomatic
Maneuvers regarding Kosovo’s Nation-

Building Process
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Abstract

This article aims to grasp how the small European state of Belgium
demonstrated its foreign policy position toward the Kosovo issue and
how it carried out diplomatic maneuvers within the framework of the
major international organizations, the Security Council, UN, OSCE to
influence the outcome of the Serbia-Kosovo crisis.

The study presents a brief overview of how the international society
got involved in the question of Kosovo’s quest for autonomy between
1998-2008. The above organizations provided the legitimate arena for
Belgium, a country not directly involved in this region, to significantly
participate in and influence the diplomatic actions taken in this
sovereignty dispute. Official statements and press releases from the
Belgian Foreign Ministry are compared with Belgian newspapers’
narratives published around the date of the Kosovo Independence
Declaration in order to reconstruct the puzzle of the Belgian intervention
strategies for Kosovo’s nation-building process.

Keywords: Kosovo question, small-state diplomacy, nation-building

process, public discourse analysis, Belgian foreign policy



