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Abstract

China holds an ambiguous attitude towards Kosovo’s declaration of
independence on February 2008. While China did not recognize Kosovo’s
independence, China did not side with Russia and Serbia in condemning
Kosovo’s actions. This was contradictory to the prediction that the
Beijing government would reject Kosovo independence outright due to its
concern of Tibetan, Xin-Qiang, and Taiwanese Independence.

China’s “prudent” action reflects the dilemma China faces with the
Kosovo issue. If China rejected Kosovo independence outright, the
Beijing government might find itself dueling against the United States
and the United Kingdom who support Kosovo’s independence. If China
accepts Kosovo’s independence, this may downgrade China’s
relationship with Russia. Moreover, this may give Taiwan another
diplomatic recognition which will make the dissemination of the *“one
China principle” more difficult, let alone such action might encourage
Tibet and Xin-Qiang to follow suit. The Kosovo issue also provides
Taiwan with an interesting lesson to distinguish between “country

” o«

recognition,” “establishing diplomatic relations,” and “entering the

United Nations.” The implication to practice is obvious.

Keywords: Kosovo, US-China-Russia relation, cross-Strait relation



