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Abstract

Yonaguni was part of the living perimeter in East Taiwan Region
around the World War Il. This living perimeter later changed due to the
intentional national-boundary, and caused living difficulties for the
Yonaguni residents. Thus, population loss has become a serious problem
for Yonagui. In the age of globalization, sister cities exchange, such as
that of Hualien City and Yonagui, should be significant for the East Asia
region in maintaining good international relationship. In June 2005,
Yonaguni-cho proposed to the Japanese government a “Vision of Special
Area of Frontier Exchange”, for the purpose of enhancing living
condition for local residents and looking for Yonaguni’s economic self-
reliance. Yonaguni wished to become part of the living perimeter in the
East Taiwan Region again. However, the development of open port Sonai
has considerable difficulties, and this is a major theme for discussion in
this paper.

Keywords: Yonaguni, Hua-lian City, Special Area of Frontier Exchange,
self-reliance, self-governance



