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Abstract

This article analyzes the relationship among sovereignty, territory,
and security. If the purpose of security policy in domestic politics is to
help ruling elites consolidate their power, the purpose of security policy
in international society is to help sovereign states maintain a stable order.
Concepts such as territory and sovereignty provide legal bases for states
to set up administrative boundaries and to regulate relations among
themselves. This article starts by discussing Realist perspectives of state,
and then analyzes the functions of sovereignty in modern international
politics. The second half of the paper focuses on the territorial disputes
between China and India.
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