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Abstract

This article adopts Anthony Giddens’ “structuration,” supplemented
by Alexander Wendt’s “social constructivism,” in exploring the impacts
of Lien’s and Soong’s visits to China. The visits enlarged cross-strait
contacts. Despite Chen Shui-bian replaced “active opening” with “active
management,” the market dominated. Chen’s “cease to function” and
“cease to apply” were fiercely rebuked by the Pan-blue, the CCP, and the
US, and, hence, marginalized the DPP. Even though the visits did not
change cross-strait structures, they affected the contents. For Wendt,
“ideas” mattered and the DPP was marginalized under the Blue-Red
alliance. For Giddens, new structures are conditions for actors in
reproducing new structures. As time shifts, continuous interactions and
recurrent production of structures are shaping new cross-strait relations
and, simultaneously, there emerge some changed and unchanged
structural features.

Keywords: structuration, social constructivism, idea, Lien’s and Soong’s
visits to China, cross-strait relations



