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The Transformation of Semi-Presidentialism to
Parliamentary Democracy in Finland
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Abstract

In the political system of the world, there are four types:
parliamentary democracy, presidentialism, committee system, and semi-
presidentialism. As a developed country, Finnish constitutional system
originated from its own tradition. Normally it is regarded as semi-
presidentialism. However, Finland joined the European Union lately, its
geographical strategy changed. It has also transformed the constitutional
system. The paper is to explore its constitutional reform.

Finnish land was first occupied by Sweden, then by Russia, but the
Finns maintained their own autonomous region. Because of the
“Russification”, Finnish national state appeared. Its constitutional system
mixed Presidentialism and semi-presidentialism. The president and
chancellor are both legitimate. Until the end of World War II Finnish
parliament and cabinet had constantly been in the situation of the unsafe
relationship. Owing to the development of society, the parliamentary
members tries to adjust the distribution of political power and change
presidential power. The constitutional reform was going peacefully and

Finland became a country of parliamentary democracy.

Keywords: Parliamentary democracy, Finnish constitutional system, semi-

presidentialism, U. Kekkonen, Ombudsman



