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Causal Layered Analysis on Ma Ying-jeou’s
Foreign Policy Thinking
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to use “causal layered analysis, CLA”
to analyze President Ying-Jeou Ma’s foreign policy. Since he put
Taiwan-China relation on the top agenda, we will mainly focus on his
policies on China. In the litany level, we see Ma attributed all problems
and difficulties of Taiwan foreign relations to DPP’s anti-China policies.
Under DPP’s hostile strategies, China made all efforts to isolate Taiwan’s
breathing room in international stage and to impede Taiwan’s economic
growth. In the systemic level, Ma focused on issues of sovereignty,
global economy, humanity principle, and responsible stakeholder to
develop his foreign policies. In his world view, Ma seemed to have look
beyond Taiwan’s stance to a bigger picture, in which China is rising to be
the lone superpower of the world. Taiwan should contribute to this
process by following China’s leadership. In the myth level, Ma used
Chinese People to simplify all interwoven issues like state identity,
culture identity, national identity, and historical identity. This article
concludes that the opposition party should not try to overthrow Ma’s
world view or myth. Instead, they should provide an alternative vision to

Taiwan.

Keywords: causal layered analysis (CLA), worldview, Chinese People



