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The Founder of Central Eastern European
Studies in Taiwan: Professor Mao-Hsiung
Hung’s Scholarly Development and Road

Tzu-Hsin Tu
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of History

National Chung-Hsing University, Taichung, Taiwan

Abstract

Central Eastern Europe Studies has been under researched in Taiwan.
The relevant studies have been scant in publications. However, the
development of Central Eastern European countries and that of Taiwan
bear much similarity. Among others, those countries’ experiences in
promoting democratization and transitional justice set example to Taiwan.
Therefore it is necessary to look into the development in politics,
economy and society in Central Eastern European Countries. Professor
Mao-Hsiung Hung has devoted himself to Central Eastern European
Studies more than 30 years as in his eyes it is essential to investigate the
essence of totalitarianism against which people in Central Eastern Europe
fought. This study aims to explore development of Professor Hung’s
dedication to Central Eastern European Studies. In order to understand
why and how he came to Central Eastern Europe Studies, it is therefore
necessary to depict his hard time in his childhood and growing-up,
thought enlightenment and the impact during his stay in Germany in the
beginning of this study. Then this study goes further to analyze
Professor Hung’s research from the following three main fields: the
conceptualization of the term Eastern Europe and the break-up of the
Communist regimes in Eastern Europe of 1989, the Reunification of two
Germanies and the relevant issues, political and economic transformation
and difficulties that Central Eastern countries encountered after the
democratization process. All this expounds the process in which
Professor Hung came to be the founder of Central Eastern European
Studies in Taiwan.

Keywords: Mao-hsiung Hung, Central Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe,
Decommunisation, German Reunification



