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Kuo Chih-Yuan’s Tatwan Consciousness
and Thought of Humanistic Concern in
His Musical Works

Yen Lu-Fen
Professor, Graduate Institute of Musicology
Taipei National University of the Arts, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Kuo Chih-Yuan (1921-) is one of the most outstanding composers in
Taiwan. He grew up in Miao-Lee during the period of Japanese rule, went
to Tokyo and studied music there, and came back to Taiwan after the War II.
Since 60 years he continues to write music. His music works are of a wide
range, including vocal music (such as art songs, choral music, operas) and
instrumental music (piano works, chamber music, orchestral music etc.). In
addition, he has arranged many Taiwanese folk songs into choral and piano
pieces. As a child Kuo heard traditional music and music theater very
much like Pei-Kuan (a musical Style from North China) and Ge-Tsai-Si(the
most popular folk music theater in Taiwan). The article is divided into 5
parts and focuses on Kuo Chih-Yuan’s Taiwan consciousness and thought of
humanistic concern in his compositions. Songs with folk tunes like The JI
Fish is Going to Marry, A Man Whose Name is Bu, Oh | Father, Homeland,
1 Miss You All the Night and several piano suites will be discussed. Kuo has
devoted himself especially to the Homeland by composing the Symphony
From Tang-Shan to Taiwan and the patriotic marches Ode to Taiwan,

Forword! Taiwanese.

Keywords: Kuo Chih-Yuan, Taiwan consciousness, Taiwanese composer,

modern music



