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( The National Military Strategy, 2011 ) (U.S. Department of Defense, 2011 )
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B IMas N5 C R BRI Y E S H AR - B R R A 487 & % U
% (Obama, 2010: 42-45) -

s [F /R R A R R - fR BBy B V) T B R
AYER R B AL HERR - DURHEBN RS B P s iy 8 5 PR35 ) - mlaERE
TEAR S 55 B A oK on (Y B B S iR - (F A IE - ST HI2E
RZCAE G N AT DA H A B g o R {249 A s MG e B A e BEEE - I o
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B FE e o EREAIE S (R s S5 B HUS B RV EE S - DU e FE
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2)~ T FRAPTIEE ZR 6 RS B R R i B K 6 B 2 St R A S M & - R
AYEE B - My Bl R BE S B SR RV /e 1) - (M E &L 2
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R o B R DL P R (R A0 - Wi — G o R SRE AR RN R B R o
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2010 FERigHy (U BRI S8 ka5 ) 8~ 7 a8 THEIR B AL - Frdifa i -
FEE " HE IR B R R Y S B BB R L2 R ST 0 D
5 ¥ BR B 2 2 SR ARSI ~ SR BE B R B P B 5 07 Y @ ek B ek ER 0 i
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2010: 13) = | EEEPHE&EZEZ (Gates, 2010: 2-6) R0 T EHE)
LA B 52 B A St A 58 B B 40 2R R B 35 B A SR SR Iy B O [ B 2 e 2 Y
BASEFTAE - E B FE W B H A B % B Fep - - TR N AV HEH - N B
IS H AR 22 2188 > DR S HEET -
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FEAERE - BT REE S B SS ERIS DK A -
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Abstract

Under the leadership of George W. Bush and during the eight years of
his administration, the United States declared war against terrorism and
was swamped in a financial tsunami. The nation’s power was seriously
undermined. With its national power on the decline, the U.S. government
has had to restrain its international strategic deployment in order to
conserve national resources. However, this is where the dilemma kicks in.
The rapid rise of China and the enhancement of its power in East Asia have
made the U.S. feel a deep sense of insecurity and underlying safety
concerns. The U.S. must react early to deter China while protecting its
superior position and interests in East Asia. This means that the U.S.
Government must expand strategically in East Asia in order to contain
China, which position, however, is at odds with the necessity of restraining
its strategic deployment in order to conserve national resources.

The Tian-An Ship incident has led to the U.S. holding many joint
military drills with its allies in East Asia and proactively participating in
operations of multi-lateral organizations in the region, demonstrating its
vigorous ambition and readiness to expand strategically. Nevertheless,
before its national economy recovers, the U.S. still cannot engage itself in
continuous and advanced interventions or exercise comprehensive
containment against China in East Asia. This article indicates that the

current strategy of the U.S. in East Asia applies the concept of selective
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engagement. In other words, the U.S. will continue forward deployment
in East Asia while at the same time urging local allies to take on more
responsibility to ensure stability. By doing this, the U.S. will be able to
conserve its national power and successfully keep its influence at the same
time. Implementation of this strategy must rely on three aspects:
enhancement of the substantial power of its allies; maintenance of allies’
willingness to cooperate; and careful creation of an atmosphere to ensure
regional security. The most important part is to create an atmosphere that
helps maintain regional security. Through the successful creation of an
atmosphere where tension and detente adequately alternate with each other,
the U.S. can keep its steady security alliance in a stable situation and
accomplish its strategic goals. In other words, in the foreseeable future
there will continue to be many low-intensity disputes and frictions in East
Asia to meet the U.S.’s strategic needs. Long-term harmony and stability

is hardly possible.

Keywords: Obama, United States, East Asia, offshore balancing, selective

engagement



