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Abstract

Israel is a unique Jewish state. Its development is specific and
different from other countries. The paper is to explore its political
operation to understand the relevance of parties, elections and governing
governments. Basically, the Israeli politics is dominated by Zionist
parties. They traditionally fall into three camps, the first two being the
largest: Labor Zionism, Revisionist Zionism and Religious Zionism.
There are also several non-Zionist orthodox religious parties, as well as
anti-Zionist Israeli Arab parties. This election system encourages the
formation of a large number of political parties, many with very
specialized platforms, and often advocating the tenets of particular
interest groups. The Knesset is its unicameral legislature and its 120
members are elected to 4-year terms. The major issue in Israeli political
life is Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Because of dozens of different parties
with representation in the Knesset, no parties can achieve a majority on
its own. Therefore, several parties normally cooperate to build a
coalition government and it is often unstable. Historically, control of the
Israeli government has alternated between periods of rule by the
right-wing Likud in coalition with several right-wing and religious
parties and periods of rule by the center-left Labor in coalition with
several left-wing parties.

Keywords: lIsraeli politics, coalition government, multi-party politics,
Israeli-Palestinian conflict



