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Notes on Japan Air Force Development in
Taiwan Under Japanese Rule, 1927-1945

Lin-Yi Tseng
Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate Institute of History
National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Since the Aviation Police Office was terminated due to national
defense in 1927, Japanese military deployed the 8" Regiment of Army
Air Force, originally garrisoned in Kyushu Tachiarai, to Ping-Tung and
started the new phase that military air force troop permanently settled in
Taiwan. The reason the troop settled in Taiwan was directly related to
the Washington Naval Treaty in 1921 and the London Naval Treaty in
1930. Explicitly speaking, these two naval treaties after the World War
I not only limited the proportion of battleships in the signed nations, but
also restricted Japanese navy and air force troop’s development in Taiwan.
The treaties directly affected the reorganization and deployment to
Japanese military and air force and the decision-making about
garrisoning in Taiwan. Therefore, the two naval treaties played a

decisive role on the development of air force troops in Taiwan.

Keywords: 8" Regiment of Army Air Force, naval treaty, disarmament,

armament reorganization, Southern Operations



