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Abstract

This article seeks to explain the making of U.S. policy in the 21% century,
especially during 2000-2013. It also analyzes how changes in the nternational
system and the balance of world power, as well as changes of U.S. leaders,
shape American foreign policy toward China and Asia-Pacific. Unlike other
major powers, American foreign policy places exceptional emphasis on
human rights and the promotion of democracy. As the U.S. polity is
pluralistic and democratic, the Congress, civic groups and media participate
in the deliberation of its foreign policy and help shape the policy output.
Whereas the economic considerations are an important policy ingrediant, the
article cautions against the Marxist fallacy of “economic determinism.”
Likewise, moralism(e.g. concerns for human rights) or idealism alone does
not dictate U.S. policy, as policy leaders are sufficiently realistic and
pragmatic to take into account many other important factors. Basically,
American China policy in the 21st century is a response to China's economic
and military rise. For more than a decade, China has substantially
modernized and expanded its military forces and has broadened claims on its
“core interests.”  Beijing’s quest for domination and hegemony in
Asdia-Pacific and the South China Sea has compelled the Obama
administation to forge the “pivot to Asia” strategy, which is rebalancing U.S.
military forces in the region and strengthening alliances with Japan, Korea,
the Philippines and Vietnam, and providing defensive arms to Taiwan.
Meanwhile, Chinese new leader Xi Jinping is calling for a new type of major
power relationship, namely a parity between the world's two superpowers. In
essence, Beijing is challenging the Pax Americana and intends to remake
the international order in Asia-Pacific, which is to be ruled jointly by China
and the U.S. Key Terms: Economic determinism; Play China card; a
responsible international stakeholder; Core interests; Pivot to Asia-Pacific; a
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New type of major power relationship.



