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Abstract

The dynamics of US-China relation exercises great influence of the
Taiwan-Japan relations. This fact has leads to two different schools of
thought in Taiwan about the strategy to advance the Taiwan-Japan relations.
One school of thought is advocated to contextualize the Taiwan-Japan
relation in the Taiwan-Japan-China triangle, thus emphasizing the importance
of China.  Another school of thought believes the dominating role is played
by the United States and advocate the Taiwan-Japan-U.S. triangle as the
framework to advance the Taiwan-Japan relations. Current Ma
administration is operating the Taiwan’s relation with Japan through the
Taiwan-Japan-China triangle. But the experience of the last five years
under the Ma Ying-Jeou’s policy, despite the much improved cross-Strait
relations, Taiwan’s relation with Japan suffered severe setback has risen
repeatedly. China also started to use the state of the cross-Strait relation to
make demand on Taiwan’s conduct with Japan, an act not seen in the past.
It is argued that the dynamics of the U.S.-China resembled the relationship
between a revisionist power and a status-quo power. Since the United
States has responded to this dynamics through its re-balancing to Asia policy,
that there exists the fundamental competition-cooperation dualism that has
long been in the Washington-Beijing interaction, and that Tokyo still strongly
adheres to base its foreign policy through its alliance with the United States,
that we believe to base the strategy for development the Taiwan’s relation
with Japan under the Taiwan-Japan-U.S. triangle would be advisable. This
assertion also has its semi-validation by the recent development of Taiwan’s
management of Diaoyu Island/Senkaku dispute with Japan.

Keywords: Taiwan-Japan Relations, Taiwan-Japan-U.S.  Triangle,
Taiwan-Japan-China Triangle, Diaoyu/Senkaku Island Dispute



