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Abstract

Geopolitics is a method to explore the means that individual and
organization decide to manage politic due to geographic distribution.
Because of geographical proximity, Republic of Korea and China
associate with each other frequently. Korea Peninsula was divided into
the South Korea and the North Korea after the World War 1. At first
South Korean established diplomatic relations with Republic of China,
and North Korea maintain friendly relations with Beijing. But when
South Korean established diplomatic relations with Beijing in 1992 and
was admitted to the United Nations at the same time with North Korea,
the situation changed in Korea Peninsula.

The rise of China and the power transition intensify United States
and neighboring countries’ concern about “China Threat.”  The United
States has accelerated its eastward shift of global strategic focus and the
return to Asia policy cause the transform of bilateral alliance system in
Asia-Pacific. Furthermore, the changes in the distribution of power
driven by South Korea in Asia-Pacific region also reshape the geopolitics
pattern in both global and region level. And last but not least is the
North Korea factor on the impact of China-ROK relations. How to
explain the new change of geopolitics due to China’s rise? How do
China and Korean maintain theirs interests in the new circumstance?
All these questions need to be addressed by geopolitics analyzing.

Keywords: China, Republic of Korea, geopolitics, Return to Asia, China
Threat Theory, North Korea



