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On U.S.-China Strategic competition from the perspective of the
Bush government's China policy

Yuh-Feng Lee
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Shih Chien University, Taipei, Taiwan
Abstract

Since his second term began, Bush’s China policy has gradually become more
intense, no matter whether in the political, economic and security aspects. This is
reflected in the heating up of the U.S.-China strategic competition. The U.S.-China
strategic competition essentially is a structural contradiction, which is derived from
the rivalry of national strength and strategic interaction between a superpower and a
rapidly emerging power. The Bush government is concerned that China will
challenge U.S. hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region and finally replace U.S.
leadership in this region. Therefore the Bush government is strengthening its “check
and deterrence” strategy to maintain the unipolar world system and obstruct China’s
“strive for hegemony.” But, China’s strategic target lies in “to struggle for
potential.” That means China is striving to increase its comprehensive national
strength, to improve its foreign relationships, and to build a multipolar international
power structure, which will strengthen the potential for China’s rise. The United
States has never faced a situation where one of its closest trading partners and targets
for direct foreign investment is also a strategic competitor. Hence U.S.-China
strategic competition is not like the strategic confrontation between the U.S. and the
U.S.S.R. in the age of the cold war. The characteristics of U.S.-China strategic
competition will be that each country pursues its individual strategic objectives to

gain predominance.

Keywords : U.S.-China strategic relationship, strategic competition, China’s peaceful

rise, China policy, American hegemony
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