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Those who tell the stories rule society.
Plato (n.d.)

How a society selects, classifies, distributes, transmits and evaluates the
educational knowledge it considers to be public, reflects both the
distribution of power and the principles of social control.

Basil Bernstein (1971: 227)

A whole range of curriculum selection favors the interests of the wealthy
and powerful. Although presented as unbiased, the historical
interpretations provide ideological justifications for the activities and
prerogatives of these groups and do not legitimize points of view and
priorities of groups that compete with these established interests for
social acceptance and support.

Jean Anyon (1979: 379)

Historians help to shape identities by rooting contemporary communities
in accounts of the past. To participate in the formation of identities is —
in my opinion — an almost unavoidable duty of our profession. As
researchers we may try to escape any sort of identity, devoting ourselves
entirely to scientific classification and explanation of sources, but once
we speak to a larger audience, we enhance our chance of being heard if
we see ourselves as part of an imagined community. To imagine a
community means to name it, attribute certain features to it, and provide
it with genealogy.

Stein Tgnnesson (1991: 1)

History is a continuing dialogue between the present and the past.
James McPherson (2003)
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Abstract

In this article, we shall begin with the exploration of education and
the control of knowledge. We then manage to understand the
relationship between history education and transitional justice and look
into the rewriting of history textbooks. In the second half, we will
discuss three aspects of ethnic relations in Taiwan in the context of
rewriting Taiwanese history: Hakkas vs. Holos, Natives vs. Mainlanders,
and Status vs. Plains Indigenes.
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