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Historical Memory and Identity:
The “Civil War” in Spanish Textbooks

Ya-ju Shin
Adjunct Assistant Professor of European Languages and Cultures
Department of National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract

From the late 19th century, through the restoration, dictatorship, the
second republic, the Franco era to the present, Spanish textbook has
experienced political dominant, strict control, censor and other processes,
today Spain defend the right of freedom, every Autonomous can choose
and use their own textbooks. Observe during the Franco regime and
post-Franco period, the different interpretations of the Spanish Civil War
in textbooks reflect the different government led view of history
education.  Government use textbooks to transfer knowledge of
government policy, ideology and values. State power control the
collective identity, the content of textbooks delivery the official edition
of national history, and students build their national memory and identity
from history textbook. P atriarchal history education policy causes the
strong conflict between the central and some autonomous nationalists and
let the historical memory and national identity appears “civil war”.

Keywords: Spanish Civil War, Franco, textbooks, historical memory,
identity
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