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Named after Political Leaders? Probing
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Abstract

This research probes into the cultural politics in the course of
naming/renaming public space after political leaders in Singapore during
the post-colonial period in order to identify the special aspects within
Singapore’s political and social culture. The objectives of this research
are to first explore the public space named after Singapore’s political
leaders and their distinguishing features, and to second analyze the
cultural politics of such place-naming actions. The result shows that
although Singapore has always been regarded as an authoritarian nation,
its place-naming policies in the most recent decade somehow exhibit a
relatively free and competitive phenomenon for social discussions.
Although Singapore has stepped into the post-colonial era, the topic of
commemorating political leaders has nothing to do with decolonization;
instead, it is to manifest the national identity through paying respect to
those who have rendered great service to the modern Singapore. The
naming process in the post-colonial Singapore does show the style of the
limited liberty, a competitive and negotiatory memorial politics
indicating certain specific characteristics are there in the authoritarian
form and politics of Singapore.

Keywords: commemorative place names, political leaders, cultural politics,
postcolonial, Singapore



