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The Plains Indigenous Elements in
Taiwanese Culture: An Analysis from
the Perspective of System/Matrix

Rung-fu Mao

Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Studies
Tzu Chi University, Hualien, TAIWAN

Abstract

According to scholars and administrations, the Plains Indigenes have
lost their cultural identities and it is almost impossible to distinguish them
from Taiwanese Han people. Against this dominant perspective, this
article argues that the elements of the plains indigenous culture are still an
organic part of Taiwanese culture. Why dominant perspective holds that
the plains indigenous cultures have been disappeared for a long time? It
takes a perspective of system. From the viewpoint of system, plains
indigenous culture is the object of representations which has been
classified within a well-defined order constructed by scientific and
administrative representations.  On the contrary, if we take the
perspective of matrix, elements of plains indigenous culture, which
submerged under Taiwanese cultures, will be living resources for the
subject to spin their webs of significance, that is, their ethnic
identification. For the goal of multiculturalism, it is our obligation to
recognize the plains indigenous cultures that are still alive in Taiwan
society and to respect the people who live their cultural matrix for

identifications and recognitions.

Keywords: Plains Indigenes, Zygmund Bauman, ethnic identity, system/matrix
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