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Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Choice of
Constitutional Government System and Its
Operation on the 20-year Anniversary of the
Dayton Agreement Political Developments

Chiu-Ching Kuo

Professor of Institute of European Studies
Tamkang University, Tamsui, TAIWAN

Abstract

The constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina is based on Dayton
Accord. The government is decentralized and comprises two autonomous
entities, Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska, with
the Brcko District.  This decentralist and semi-federalist regime is regarded
as “consociation democracy.” As Bosnia and Herzegovina was established,
the international peace organization supervised the internal democratization
process. Since 1996, the Organization of Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) has drawn up a temporary election law. Bosnia and
Herzegovina began to hold parliamentary and presidential elections. So the
democratization of Bosnia and Herzegovina was rather in progress. The
paper will explore the democratization process of Bosnia and Herzegovina
from recent national elections. Then, the democratization development is
also analyzed, after Bosnia and Herzegovina was on the way to joining the
European Union in 2005. To the end, the confrontation between three
ethnical peoples and how to solve the problems of “consociation democracy”

are explained.

Keywords: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dayton Accord, ethnical peoples in

Bosnia and Herzegovina, ethnical party
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