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Nation-building and Identity-formation
in Austria

Tzu-hsin Tu

Assistant Professor, Basic Education Center
National Chin-Yi University of Technology, Taichung, TAIWAN

Abstract

A history of Austria is very often known as a history of national
development without her subjectivity as a nation. Since the late Middle
Ages, Austria has gradually exerted its influence in the German world
and Central Eastern Europe. Numerous nations were under Austria’s
rule. This makes Austria achieve hegemony in Europe. However, as
the tide of nationalism of the 19thcentury swept Europe, these numerous
nations and peoples were fatal for Austria to construct a unified national
self-identity, which was even rejected by the authority of Habsburg
Empire. Until the end of World War I, after the establishment of First
Republic, Austria appeared as a country of one-nation. Despite of this,
Austria had difficulty in building their national identity because of the
restrains entrenched and complicated in German identity and German
history and culture since long. Until the end of World War II,
international conditions and efforts to get rid of being implicated in war
criminals, Austria national identity developed and fixated. This study
analyzes the interrelationship between nation-building and national
identity construction in Austria. Exploration into complicated
development of national history of Austria helps clarify the difficulty in
building an Austrian nation in the vicissitudes of history.

Keywords: Austria, Ostmark, Habsburg Empire, Germans, Austrians
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