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¥R £} ¢ The peoples of Europe, in creating an ever closer union among them, are
resolved to share a peaceful future based on common values. Conscious of its spiritual and
moral heritage, the Union is founded on the indivisible, universal values of human dignity,
freedom, equality and solidarity; it is based on the principles of democracy and the rule of
law. It places the individual at the heart of its activities, by establishing the citizenship of
the Union and by creating an area of freedom, security and justice... it seeks to promote
balanced and sustainable development and ensures free movement of persons, goods,
services and capital, and the freedom of establishment. (Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union, 2000)
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Cultural Construction and Identity
of the European Union:

European Self-Consciousness and “Other”
from a Religious Perspective

Fen-Fang Tsai

Associate Professor, Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences

National Central University Zhongli, Taoyuan, TAIWAN

Abstract

Classical culture, Christianity and Germanic culture basically define the
European culture.  Although the European Union emphasizes cultural
diversity and unity in diversity, it is mainly based on Greek and Roman
legacy and Christianity in construction of its identity symbol. However, in
recent years, the European Union has been facing internal opposition or the
regional and cultural conflict resulting from immigration. It is not stable as
European entity, especially in face of religion and “other” in interculturalism,
European self-awareness has been formed. This paper discusses how
Europeanization has been formed from the historical and religious
perspective and analyzes the relationship among member states through the
metaphor of marriage and relatives. The symbols used by the European
Union in construction of cultural identity seem to imply that the members are
unified due to “culture”. However, Turkey, which is excluded from EU, is
“other” relative to the European Union’s culture. The European Union’s
“unified” culture is the result of the power operation. The differences in
class, ethnicity, gender, and age are not discussed in detail. These
dimensions should be considered in future studies on EU’s cultural

construction.

Keywords: European Union, cultural construction, identity, religion
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