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貳、馬來西亞的族群關係 
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Ethnic Policy of Malaysia 

Kuo-Pin Hsieh 

Adjunct Professor, Center for General Education  
National Yunlin University of Science and Technology,  

Yunlin, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

Malaysia is a multi-ethnic country with three major ethnic groups, 

including Malays, Chinese, and Indians.  Malaysia has a constitutional 

arrangement that Malays and natives of any of the states of Sabah and 

Sarawak enjoy a special position, safeguarding their priority and reservation 

of quotas in the public service, scholarships, education, training, facilities, 

and any permit or license for the operation of any trade or business, etc.  

Some people say that this preference for specific ethnic groups is racist 

discrimination, while some believe that it is to support the affirmative action 

of the disadvantaged.  Through the perspective of historical sociology, this 

article explores the historical background, policy implementation, and related 

follow-up development of Malaysian ethnic policy.  This paper argues that 

Malaysia's ethnic policy does have the spirit of affirmative action on policy 

objectives, but it is difficult to avoid the perception of non-recipient groups 

being discriminated against in policy practice.  This is the dilemma of an 

ethnic democracy as well as a predicament for contemporary Malaysia in 

nation building. 

Keywords: Malaysia, ethnic policy, ethnic democracy 
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